Abraham Lincoln’'s Letter to His Son's Teacher

He will have to learn, | know,

that all men are not just,

all men are not true.

But teach him also that

for every scoundrel there is a hero;
that for every selfish Politician,

there is a dedicated leader...
Teach him for every enemy there is a

friend,

Steer him away from envy,
if you can,
teach him the secret of

quiet laughter.

A Letter to My Son s Teacher

Let him learn early that

the bullies are the easiest to lick... Teach him, if
you can,

the wonder of books...
But also give him quiet time

to ponder the eternal mystery of birds in the
sky,

bees in the sun,
and the flowers on a green hillside.

In the school teach him

it is far more honourable to fail

than to cheat...
Teach him to have faith
in his own ideas,

even if everyone tells him

they are wrong...



Teach him to be gentle
with gentle people,
and tough with the tough.

Try to give my son
the strength not to follow the crowd

when everyone is getting on the band wagon...

Teach him to listen to all men...
but teach him also to filter

all he hears on a screen of truth,
and take only the good

that comes through.

Teach him if you can,

how to laugh when he is sad...
Teach him there is no shame in tears,
Teach him to scoff at cynics

and to beware of too much sweetness...
Teach him to sell his brawn

and brain to the highest bidders

but never to put a price-tag

on his heart and soul.

Teach him to close his ears
to a howling mob
and to stand and fight

if he thinks he § right.
Treat him gently,

but do not cuddle him,
because only the test
of fire makes fine steel.

Let him have the courage

to be impatient...

let him have the patience to be brave.
Teach him always

to have sublime faith in himself,
because then he will have

sublime faith in mankind.

This is a big order,

but see what you can do...
He is such a fine fellow,
my son!

Birc thw ciia Tong thdng M§ Abraham Lincoln giri thiy hiéu truwéng ngdi trwong noi con trai 6ng
theo hoc.

Con tdi s& phai hoc tat ca nhirng diéu ndy, ring khdng phai tit cd moi ngudi déu cdng bing, tit ca moi
nguoi déu chan that. Nhung xin thiy hdy day cho chéu biét cir mdi mot ké vo lai ta gip trén duong phé thi
¢ dau do s& co nhitng con ngudi chinh trye; ctr mdi mot chinh tri gia ich ky, ta s& cd mot nha lanh dao tan
tam. Bai hoc ndy s& mat nhidu thoi gian, t6i biét, nhung xin thay hdy day cho chau biét ring mot dong
dola lglem duoc do cOng strc lao dong ciia minh bo ra con quy gia hon nhiéu so véi 5 d6 la nhat duoc trén
hé pho...

Xin thay day cho chéu biét cach chip nhan thét bai va cach tin hudng niém vui chién thing.
Xin hdy day chéu tranh xa su d6 ky.

Xin day chau biét dugc bi quyét ciia niém vui chién thang thim ling. Day cho chéu biét dugc rang nhiing
ké hay bat nat nguoi khac nhat lai 1a nhitng ké dé bi danh bai nhat...

Xin hay gilp chau nhin thay thé gisi ky diéu cua sach... nhung ciing cho chau c6 du thoi gian dé lang 18
suy tu ve sy bi an mudn thud ciia cudc song dan chim tung canh trén bau troi, dan ong bay luon trong
4nh ning va nhirg bong hoa né ngat bén doi xanh.

Xin gilp chau c6 niém‘ tin vao V¥ kién riéng ctia ban than, du tit ca moi nguoi xung quanh déu cho rang y
kién do hoan toan sai lam...

Xin hdy day cho chéu biét cach dbi xtr diu dang voi nhitng nguoi hoa nha va cing ran véi nhitng ké thd



bao. Xin tao cho chau strc manh dé khdng chay theo dam dong khi tat ca moi nguoi déu chi biét chay theo
thoi the.

Xin hdy day cho chdu biét phai ling nghe t,ét ca moi ngudi nhirng cling xin thay day cho chau biét can
phai sang loc nhirng gi nghe dugc qua mét tam ludi chan ly dé chdu chi don nhan nhirng gi tot dep...

Xin hdy day cho chéu biét cach mim cudi khi buon ba, xin hdy day chéu biét ring khong c6 sy xau ho
trong nhitng giot nudc mat.

Xin hdy day cho chau biét ché giéu nhiing ké yém thé va can trong trudc sy ngot ngdo day cam bay.

Xin héy day cho chau rang c6 thé ban co bép va tri tué cho ngudi ra gid cao nhét, nhung khdng bao gid
cho phép ai ra gi& mua trai tim va tdm hon minh...

Xin hdy day cho chau khoanh tay 1am ngo truéc mot dam dong dang gao thét... va dung thang nguoi bao
vé nhitng gi chau cho la dung...

Xin hay ddi xir diu dang véi chau nhung dung Vuot ve nudng chiéu chau bai vi chi c6 su thir thach cua lira
méi ti luyén nén dugc nhitng thanh sit cimg rin.

Xin hdy day cho chau biét ring chdu phai ludn ¢ niém tin tuyét téi vao ban than, boi vi khi d6 chéu sé
lubn c6 niém tin tuyét d4i vao nhan loai.

Pay qua 1a mot yéu cu qua 16n, tbi biét, thua thay. Nhung xin thiy ¢ giang hét sttc minh, néu duoc vay,
con trai tbi qua that 1a mdt cau bé hanh phuc va may man.



